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Rabies statistics have been officially recorded since 1929 and rabies became a notifiable disease in
Thailand in 1980. The direct fluorescent antibody test is the test most frequently used to diagnose rabies.
Although rabies incidence has been declining, animal specimens submitted for testing have been inadequate
and it is not justifiable to conclude that the rabies situation is controlled. Laboratory confirmation of rabies
in man relies on demonstration of rabies antigen on brain impression smear or RNA in secretions and hair
follicles. Nevertheless, almost all specimens belonged to patients who manifested as furious rabies only.
Reliability of the reporting system needs improvement in public understanding and close cooperation be-
tween public and government sectors.
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Correspondence to : Puanghat A, Bureau of General Communicable Diseases, Department of Disease Control, Ministry of Public
Health, Nonthaburi 11000, Thailand. Phone: 0-2590-3000, E-mail: apiromp@health.moph.go.th
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Table 1. Number of rabies patients in 4 regions of Thailand, 1990-2004

Region Total  Ratio (per 100,000)
Year Central North Northeast South
1990 71 26 62 26 185 0.33
1991 69 34 54 14 171 0.30
1992 34 23 45 11 113 0.19
1993 29 21 39 4 93 0.16
1994 18 5 32 13 78 0.13
Total (5 years) 221 109 232 68 640 -
1995 25 13 28 8 74 0.12
1996 33 10 29 5 77 0.13
1997 33 6 15 4 58 0.10
1998 32 10 11 4 57 0.09
1999 41 6 17 4 68 0.11
Total (5 years) 164 45 100 25 334 -
2000 26 7 11 6 50 0.08
2001 21 2 5 9 37 0.06
2002 9 5 11 5 30 0.05
2003 10 1 7 3 21 0.03
2004 8 1 5 5 19 0.03
Total (5 years) 74 16 39 28 157 -
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Table 2. Rabies positive animals, Thailand, 1995-2004

Year Rabies positive animals/Total submitted (%)
1995 (2538) 2,939/6,332 (46.42)
1996 1,860/4,481 (41.51)
1997 1,338/4,096 (32.67)
1998 1,314/4,592 (28.61)
1999 1,252/4,543 (27.56)
2000 1,181/4,112 (28.72)
2001 982/3,422 (28.70)
2002 743/3,039 (24.45)
2003 544/2,471 (22.02)
2004 341/1,811 (18.83)

This table is not clear. It should have actual number with % in brackets. If this is
possible, the table should read: Year Rabies positive animals/Total submitted (%)
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