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Two governmental sectors, Department of Livestock Development, Ministry of Agriculture and Co-
operatives and Department of Disease Control, Ministry of Public Health, have been jointly responsible for
rabies control in Thailand. The aim is to have the rabies situation controlled both in humans and animals.
Strategies included promotion of collaboration among governmental agencies, private sectors and publics in
carrying out activities. Public campaigns are continually undertaken to raise public awareness, understand-
ing and participation in rabies prevention and control. Providing education to the general public on
appropriate self care after rabies contact is also one of their tasks. Another important mission aims to enhance
a wider coverage of rabies vaccination in dog population in order to create and expand rabies free territo-
ries.
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Table 1. Rabies control in Thailand, 1980-2002

Year Number of vaccine recipients Number of dogs destroyed
Humans Dogs
1980 60,276 50,598 165,501
1981 60,457 119,114 123,846
1982 61,276 151,981 151,608
1983 58,477 258,128 163,626
1984 74,086 403,623 222,311
1985 76,900 377,977 188,473
1986 79,977 518,988 206,964
1987 84,178 502,213 193,315
1988 79,454 700,448 213,097
1989 81,905 913,794 207,721
1990 88,312 1,128,704 217,151
1991 93,641 1,590,449 309,016
1992 116,223 1,174,982 23,157 *
1993 133,936 2,128,153 23,157
1994 148,142 2,593,851 29,208
1995 160,443 4,001,555 21,679
1996 176,118 3,071,375 23,609
1997 207,808 4,265,652 54,928
1998 234,394 3,301,120 26,010
1999 239,698 4,763,049 26,916
2000 340,394 3,539,146 17,695
2001 403,206 4,579,079
2002 391,510

* Number of dogs destroyed since 1992 were reported only in Bangkok metropolitan area
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